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26 May 2017 

Honorable Ken Calvert, Chairman  
Honorable Betty McCollum, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related Agencies  
Committee on Appropriations,  United States House of Representatives  

Re: Unwise proposal to zero out the $1.9 million USGS Geomagnetism Hazards Program  

Dear Chairman Calvert and Ranking Member McCollum, 

Please preserve and expand this USGS program in the Department of the Interior  (DoI) - rather 
than zeroing it out as proposed - because  the productive outputs of its highly-skilled 15 FTE 
staff are vital to our national security and critical infrastructure protection.  USGS tells you:   

"This eliminates the Geomagnetism Program, an element of the U.S. National Space 
Weather Program. This will reduce the accuracy of NOAA and U.S. Air Force 
forecasting of the magnitude and impact of geomagnetic storms. In addition to 
eliminating the data provided to partner Federal agencies, the elimination of the program 
will also reduce the availability of geomagnetic information to the oil drilling services 
industry, geophysical surveying industry, several international agencies, and electrical 
transmission utilities." [See attachment.]   

But you learn more from the bipartisan Space Weather Research and Forecasting Act (S. 141), 
approved by the Senate on May 2, 2017 (see https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/
senate-bill/141), which describes and relies on this very USGS program in DoI: 

SEC. 60701. SPACE WEATHER. 
  .... 
  (b) FEDERAL AGENCY ROLES.— 

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
.... 
(E) the Department of the Interior collects, distributes, and archives operational 
ground-based magnetometer data in the United States and its territories, and 
works with the international community to improve global geophysical 
monitoring and develops crustal conductivity models to assess and mitigate risk 
from space weather induced electric ground currents; ... [S. Rept. 115-21 (https://
www.congress.gov/115/crpt/srpt21/CRPT-115srpt21.pdf).] 

Nor does USGS say that this program brings new earth science of modern relevance to the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 

As a concerned citizen (see attached bio), I believe we will need this program for many years to 
protect us from both space weather and malevolent risks (such as electromagnetic pulse attacks).   

Faithfully, David Jonas Bardin  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